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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!
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The 16th Annual Party for Children
Adopted from Romania and their famllles

Concert Performed by Nicu Alifantis and
Ducu Bert2| at the Romanian Embassy

and Mr. George Predescu Minister Counselor

November 20, 2008

Ambassador of Romania H.E. Adrian Vierita requested the honor of the
company of Romanian diplomats and members of the Romanian and
American community at the Farewell reception. From left: H.E. Adrian
Vierita- Washington DC, Mrs Vierita, Ambassador of Romania
H.E.Daniela Gitman-Prague, Mr. Gitman,
Daniela Istrate of the U&L, and Romanian Diplomats

Subliniind ca un artist nu poate sa
convinga pe toata lumea si ca valoarea n
arta se dovedeste cu multa truda, Radu
Beligan a spus ca marea lui izb&nda este
ca si-a pastrat pana azi ‘starea de elev'.
‘Peste o saptaména implinesc 90 de ani
si ma pregatesc sa invat un rol’, a precizat
marele actor. Intr-un decor minimalist, un
scaun, 0 masa si un ecran pentru
- proiectii, Radu Beligan a facut marturisiri
despre arta actorului, si oamenii care i-
au influentat destinul artistic, dar si despre
secretul longevitatii sale. "Arta actorului
se invata prin osmoza, iar viata mea s-a
intersectat cu personalitati unice din
teatru’, a spus actorul, amintind de

personalitati precum Lucia Sturdza
Bulandra, Elvira Godeanu, Victor lon
Popa, Sica Alexandrescu, George Vraca,
lon lanco- vescu, Alexandru Giugaru, dar
si de dramaturgii Eugene lonesco, Camil
Petrescu si Mihail Sebastian.

Radu Beligan: “ Peste o saptamana implinesc 90 de ani
S ma pregatesc sa invat un rol”

Actorul Radu Beligan le-a facut
bucurestenilor confesiuni despre viata si
arta, Tntr-un spectacol - confesiune

Teatrului National Bucuresti (TNB), cu doar
0 saptamana Tnaintea aniversarii a 90 de

ani de existenta. "Sunt vechi domnilor, sunt
vechi. S-au Tmplinit 70 de ani de cand stau
pe scena, 70 de ani care inseamna
prezentat pe 7 decembrie, la Sala Mare a jumatate din istoria teatrului romanesc’,
le-a marturisit Beligan celor aproximativ
1.500 de spectatori.

(continuare on page 7)

Winter Anniversaries

SAINT NICHOLAS

The tradition of Saint
Nicholas Day, usually on De-
cember 6, isafestival for chil-
£l dren in many countries in Eu-

rope related to surviving leg-
ends of the saint, and particu-
larly hisreputation as abringer
| of gifts. The American Santa
Claus, aswell astheAnglo-Ca-
§ nedian and British Fether Christ-
: - mas, derivefrom these legends.

Samt Nicholas (Greek Agios Nikolaos, “victory of
thepeopl€”) (270 - December 6, 346) isthe common name
for Nicholas of Myra, a saint and Bishop of Myra (in
Lycia, part of modern-day Turkey). Because of the many
miracles attributed to hisintercession, heis also known
as Nicholas the Wonderworker. He had a reputation for
secret gift-giving, such as putting coins in the shoes of
those who left them out for him, and is now commonly
identified with SantaClaus. Hisreputation evolved among
the faithful, as was the custom in histime. In 1087, his
relicswerefurtively translated to Bari, in southern Italy;
for thisreason, heisalso known asNicholasof Bari. The
historical Saint Nicholas is remembered and revered
among Catholic and Orthodox Christians.

Deedsand miraclesattributed to Saint Nicholas

Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors and is
often called upon by marinerswho arein danger of drown-
ing or being shipwrecked. In Germany survivorsof ship-
wreckstraditionally brought patches of sailcloth to Saint
Nicholas as votive offerings. According to one legend,
as a young man Nicholas went to study in Alexandria
and on one of his seavoyages from Myrato Alexandria
heissaidto have saved thelife of asailor who fell from
the ship’srigging during a storm. (continued on page 7)

HORTENSIA PAPADAT - BENGESCU
(1876- 1955)

n Bucuresti. Tn anul 1946, obtine Premiul National pentru proza.

Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu s-a nascut
la8decembrie 1876, in comunalvesti, judetul
Galati, Tn familia generalului D. Bengescu.
Dupa studii la Institutul de domnisoare
»Bolintineanu” din Bucuresti, |a20 deani se
- marita.cu magistratul Nicolae Papadat.

- Tn 1913 publica la revista “VIATA
. ROMANEASCA”, formareasacascriitoare
fiind marcaté de personalitatea lui Garabet
Ibréileanu. Din 1919 Tncepe colaborarea la
revistasi cenaclul “SBURATORUL”, unde
rolul hoté&rétor Tn orientarea sa spre romanul
european modern 1l are Eugen Lovinescu.
Scriitorul preferat este Marcel Proust acarui
metodé de creatie o regdsim, mai mult sau mai putin si inromanelesale.

Debuteazaeditorial in 1919 cu volumul “ Apeadanci” . Tntimpul razboiului
e sord de caritate Tn gara Focsani, moment evocat Th romanul “Balaurul”
(1923). Laindemnul ui Lovinescu, evolueazd spre o proz&“obiectivd’, asa
cum sevavedeain ciclul familiei Hallipa (“ Fecioarele despletite”, “ Concert
dinmuzicadeBach”, “Drumul ascuns’, “Radacini”). Din 1933, se stabileste

Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu este creatoarea celui de-al doilea roman
ciclicinliteraturaromand, dupaDuiliu Zamfirescu, s deschide seriamarilor
romane romanesti de analiza psihologicd. Romanele sale au cétevaelemente
careleparticularizeazd, facénd din Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu o prozatoare
profund original& Actiunea fiind redusa la minimum, autoarea este
preocupaté derealizareaunel imagini de ansamblu avietii citadine, evocate
dinauntrul e s de surprindereastérilor sufletesti s adinamicii sentimentelor.

Lumearomanelor Hortensiei Papadat-Bengescu este dominaté deincest,
cancer, tuberculoza, boli psihice, etc. Caracteristicageneral&apersonajelor
(burgheziei) o reprezintd snobismul. Eroii autoarei sunt preocupati de
aparente si dominati de dorintaaccederii in lumeabund. Ei sunt preocupati
nu atét de a face avere cét de ascensiunea socialé

HortensiaPapadat-Bengescu amurit in datade 5 martie 1955 laBucuresti.

Anul 102, NO.9-12

@ AMERICA ROMANIAN NEWS @

/



